The Elks Run Watershed

Mayors’ Message
This brochure describes the importance of the Elks Run watershed as the primary source of water supply for the towns of Harpers Ferry and Bolivar. We hope the brochure raises citizen awareness of the importance for maintaining “healthy water”. For more information visit our website:

www.elksrunwatershed.org
--Mayor James Addy, Harpers Ferry

--Mayor Bob Hardy, Bolivar

Where Does Our Drinking Water Come From?

The stream known as Elks Run and its tributary, the Elk Branch, provides drinking water to the towns of Harpers Ferry and Bolivar as well as Harpers Ferry National Park.
The Harpers Ferry Water Works

The Harpers Ferry Water Works serves a population of approximately 1800 with 709 residential service connections and 113 commercial connections. The Harpers Ferry Water Works serves the populations of Harpers Ferry, Bolivar, Cavalier Heights, the KOA Campground, local hotels and commercial businesses, and tourists. Three water sources supply the Harpers Ferry Water Works:

The Elks Run: Elks Run (and the Elk Branch) is the main source of drinking water. Water flows by gravity from Elks Run to the Harpers Ferry Water Works pumping station.

The Town Spring: The Town Spring is located near the pumping station. Overflow from the spring flows to Elks Run. The spring is a secondary source of water for the towns of Harpers Ferry and Bolivar.

The Potomac River Dam #3: The Potomac River Intake is an emergency backup water source when flow from Elks Run and the Town Spring is not sufficient to meet the needs of the towns. Use of water from the Potomac River is governed by the State of Maryland, and the agreement states that water use is on a strictly limited basis.

Getting To Know Our Elks Run Watershed

A watershed is the land that water flows across or under on its way to a stream, lake, or river. Within each watershed, all water runs to its lowest point – a stream, lake, or river. In our watershed, the water runs into the Elks Run stream on its way to the Potomac River. Along the way, this water travels over the surface and across farm fields, forest land, suburban lawns, and city streets or it seeps into the soil and travels as groundwater.
Healthy watersheds are vital for a healthy environment and economy. The Elks Run watershed provides water for drinking, industry, recreation, farming, and beauty.

What Can You Do To Keep Our Elks Run Watershed Healthy?
Everything that is done in a watershed affects the watershed's system. What you and others do on the land impacts the quality and quantity of the water that feeds into the Elks Run.

· Minimize the use of pesticides and fertilizer

· Dispose of household hazardous wastes and automotive fluids properly

· Never pour anything down a storm drain

· Plant a rain garden using native plants

· Minimize impervious surfaces

· Minimize construction run-off

· Don’t litter

· Monitor local streams

· Become a watchdog and report problems


Elks Run Watershed Facts

The Elks Run watershed is located entirely in Jefferson County.

Elks Run totals 7.9 miles in length, and includes a northern tributary called Elk Branch.

Elks Run drains approximately 18.1 square miles, or 11,598 acres.
Elks Run averages about 12 feet in width from top of bank to top of bank.
The principal use of the Elks Run watershed remains farming. There are 1,859 acres of cropland in the entire watershed, of which there are 1,184 acres around Elk Branch. There are 2,309 acres of pasture in the entire watershed, of which there are only 332 acres around Elk Branch.
Houses, towns, and roads make up 1,726 acres in the entire watershed, of which 881 acres are around Elk Branch.

The most common wildlife species in the Elks Run watershed are squirrels, bobwhite quail, mourning doves, raccoons, rabbits, skunks, opossums, and whistle pigs.
A recent biological stream assessment of 11 sites in Berkeley and Jefferson Counties found that eight sites had slight to moderate impairment, while Elks Run was the only one which was found to be in good condition – especially important to a water supply stream.
Most importantly, the Elks Run is the only surface water stream in Jefferson County that serves a municipal water supply.




The Elks Run Study Committee
The Elks Run Study Committee is comprised of citizens from the towns of Harpers Ferry and Bolivar, West Virginia. The group was appointed by the councils of Harpers Ferry and Bolivar as advocates for good stewardship of the Elks Run stream – the source of drinking water for both municipalities.

The purpose of the Committee is to study the needs of the water supply of the Harpers Ferry Water Works and make recommendations to the water works manager; to provide advice to the mayors and councils of the Towns of Harpers Ferry and Bolivar on protecting the quality and quantity of the Elks Run water supply; and to implement recommendations outlined in the 2006 West Virginia Source Water Assessment and Protection Plan (SWAP).

Contact: 

Barbara Humes, Chairperson 

Phone: 304-535-2503

E-mail: bhumes1@comcast.net 

Funding for this brochure was made possible through a grant from The Eastern West Virginia Community Foundation – Two Rivers Giving Circle.

PAGE  
1

